





Conrad said the lithics and bones, which have arrived at Beeker's laboratory in the School of HPER, have not only
expanded the research program to an earlier time but also to an issue of concern worldwide -- the extinction of native
birds and animals upon the arrival of humans. Caribbean sloths are among the many species that became extinct soon

after the presence of humans.

Researchers with the Office of Underwater Scienee'in the School of HPER work closely with cultural, historical, and
tourism agencies and organizations in the Dominican Republic to proteet and explore the.country's cultural heritage and
natural history. Keller said local interest in the discoveries has been phenomenal. The cave where they were discovered,

which is part of an aquifer and-eave system that supplies water tonearby resorts, has been closed for research purposes.

"There's a strong interest in protecting it, in having the research continue," Keller said. "Our partners were excited before

we even found the primate.”

The study is being conducted in cooperation with the Seeretariat of State for Culture through the Office of Underwater
Heritage and the Museum of Dominican Man, the Secretariat of State for Tourism, and the Secretariat of State for

Environment and Natural Resources.



